April 12, 2011

Town Board Meeting


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on April 12, 2011 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember       
ANN LINDAU


Councilmember



RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 


JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember 
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 




GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Resources Coordinator 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



ROSEMARY B. LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director


JEFF COLEMAN


DES, Director

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

 Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.
* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

The Supervisor called upon Colleen Anderson and Rebecca Ferguson, Director and Assistant of the Cortlandt Youth Center to present the winners of the Earth Day Poster contest from the 3 elementary schools of the Hendrick Hudson School District. She thanked everyone who participated in the contest from the 5th grade Fun Club.

Ms. Anderson thanked the participants and presented the awards to:

Christina Alaio, Matthew Barry, Jack Briggi, Leah Montgomery, Brianna Mannarino, Taylor Prokopiak, Rosa Sinchi, Paloma Socorro, Eliza Tivnan, Sarah Vargas, and Amanda Barry
Supervisor Puglisi stated that this year there is a big emphasis in supporting the local business and announced two new businesses opened, a restaurant at 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

the Hollowbrook Golf Course and the Training Zone, a sports training facility on Rt. 202 at the former Agway Country Store.

The local TV program “Taking Care of Business” is in its second month to emphasize the smaller business and to give them publicity.

Keeping with this year’s emphasis to promote local business, the first “Shop Cortlandt, Shop Local” campaign weekend April 29th – May 1st.  Earth Day will be also celebrated April 30th at the Community Center along with a Stop and Swap event to recycle items.
There will be a kick-off for this weekend on Friday, April 29th at Cole’s Market which has been a business in Cortlandt for 101 years.

The Town hosted the Hudson Valley Chamber of Commerce annual breakfast at Town Hall to thank local business and exchanged ideas. Also, about 2 years ago 
Cortlandt became a charter member with 13 other Northern Westchester municipalities called the Northern Westchester Energy Action Consortium with the goal to conserve energy, protect the environment and encourage recycling. This consortium just won an EPA Quality award for collective efforts and for the goals and mission statements.  Supervisor Puglisi stated that the Town is proud to be a part of this and there will be a press conference about this.
Supervisor Puglisi commented that over the 20 years of her administration, there has only been a record of only increasing Town taxes .6% over that 20 year period and they are working hard to continue to keep taxes low for the community.
The Supervisor has been attending various Little League openings now with the arrival of spring.

Jeff Coleman, Director of DES, then announced that the DOT will begin preparation work for the surfacing and repair of Rt. 202 and 35 which will begin from the town line at Peekskill to the town line of Yorktown.
ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman all Town Board members indicated their presence 

* * * * * * * * * *

TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Sloan:  nothing to report
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

Councilmember Becker:    The second episode of “Taking Care of Business” will air the 13th and presents Sansotta Deli on Westbrook Drive and Danny’s Cycles in Cortlandt Town Center.   Councilmember Becker noted that there is a story behind each business and that is what is good about the show and he spoke of the different background stories of these two businesses.  It also ties into the Shop Cortlandt Shop Local policy as it is so important to shop local, that these are people who live and work in the community and supporting them helps employ local people, good for the economy and taxes. All sport teams are also sponsored by the small local businesses and they support us so we should support them.  This also ties into the Stop and Swap and one that the kids can get involved in and rather than trashing them and putting them into the landfills, you give the items a second life.
Councilmember Lindau:   reported on the March 19th event held by the Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber of Commerce Business to Business.  Councilmember Lindau thanked Sharon Palmietto and Chris Kehoe for helping man the table and noted that it was a good day.
Councilmember Farrell:  Thanked Jeff Coleman and his crews for the work during all the winter storms. 
Councilmember Farrell attended the annual dinner dance and installation of officers for CVAC.  He commented on the camaraderie that exists among the members of the core, which also exists in just about every volunteer fire dept. and ambulance core he knows. He thanked CVAC for their donation of a defibulator to be used at Cook Pool and for training staff in their use. Councilmember Farrell advised if anyone was interested in joining one of the Ambulance Corp or fire departments as a volunteer, they could really use the help. Information is available in the recreation brochure.
The Public Hearing tonight regarding the Local Law regarding protection of  the watershed will require those properties located within the watershed, not the 
whole Town, will have to have their septic systems inspected and pumped out every five years with a fine for those who do not comply.  The Town Board has obtained grant money of about $312,000 to use to help those affected to replace or repair the septics of those individuals. The Town will provide 50% of costs up to an undetermined amount as yet.

Supervisor Puglisi mentioned that the restaurant Monteverde has been bought and the Supervisor has met with the new owners and spoke with them about their ideas for the restaurant.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

March 15, 2011 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion.

All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 (A complete transcript of this Public Hearing is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk.)
The Town Clerk read the Notice of Hearing and presented its Affidavit of Publication from the official Town newspaper.

Public Hearing to consider a Local Law with regard to septic system inspections within the East of Hudson Watershed.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 8:10 p.m.

Supervisor Puglisi commented that Frank Farrell gave an excellent report as a preface and stated that it’s just about 15% of the Town, approximately 1000 properties out of 15,000 properties in the Tow.  It’s in the Cortlandt watershed and the NYC DEP and NY State DEC mandated the cleaning of the septic systems. She stated that it’s been in the works for a while, it’s now becoming realty, but there is grant money to assist the residents.  Tom Wood, Town Attorney, will be sending out a letter to all those property owners within the next couple of weeks.
Tom Wood stated the letter will be out within 60 days and that the system has to be cleaned and inspected once every five years and if they’ve already had it done in the last two years, they would get credit for that. We also require that if the system had not been inspected within 5 years, anytime the property is transferred that the septic is going to be inspected at that time.

 The septic company will file the report with Westchester County Dept. of Health who on a quarterly basis will provide the Town with the copy.
Supervisor Puglisi stated that this is to protect the Croton watershed  which is a critical watershed service in NYC for water and many other municipalities in the area. 
PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

A motion to Close the Public Hearing at 8:16 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and Adopt a Local Law was made by Councilmember Becker and seconded by Councilmember Lindau
All voted AYE

RESOLUTION NO. 103-11 RE:  Adopt a Negative Resolution with respect to considering a Local Law with regard to septic system inspections within the East of Hudson Watershed.

LOCAL LAW NO. 1-11 RE: A Local Law with regard to septic system inspections within the East of Hudson Watershed.

HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
NONE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

BID REPORTS 

NONE

* * * * * ** * * * * *

REPORTS

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.
For the month of January from the Department of Recreation and Conservation

For the month of March, 2011 from the Office for the Aging, the Purchasing Department, Receiver of Taxes and the Town Clerk.
OLD BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:

1.
Letter from the Mt. Carmel Society of Verplanck requesting a section of 
Eighth Street between Broadway and Highland Avenue be ceremoniously 
named Anthony “Chubby” Capicotti Way; and refer to DES; and direct staff 
to develop criteria for a policy with respect to same.
2.
2010 Annual Report from Westchester County with respect to the Sprout 
Brook Ash Pit.

OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)

3.
Report from DES with respect to Bonnie Hollow Lane.

4.
Letter from William Cummings with respect to purchasing a parcel of 
property on Bainbridge Road; and refer to DES, DOTS and the Legal 
Department.

NEW BUSINESS

Receive and File the Following:
1.
Notice from Community Based Services of a proposed community 
residence at 17 East Hill Road; and Authorize a Resolution in opposition 
based on the number of similar residence within the Town; and receive 
and file petitions from residents in opposition to same.
2.
Draft Confined Space Entry Policy and Procedure; and refer to DES and 
the Legal Department.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi commented that Anthony “Chubby” Capicotti worked in the Town for 30 years and was also very involved in the Mt. Carmel Society and they asked for a name plate on 8th street in his memory. 
The Supervisor emphasized that the Ash Pit has been closed since October of 2009.
A meeting with the residents from East Hill Road is being scheduled for Tuesday, April 26th at 7:00 p.m. regarding the proposed Group Home.  The Supervisor will be sending out a letter to the residents to give advanced notice. She noted that there are 16 group homes already established in the Town and that the Town of Cortlandt has already done a lot to help in this respect.
Councilmember Farrell commented that Lee Beecham, assistant Director of DES, wrote the Draft Confined Space Entry Policy and asked if the employees who will be affected by this have a chance to review and comment?  Jeff 
Coleman, Director of DES, answered that each employee will have an opportunity to review it and give feedback.

The Supervisor noted that this is a for safety reasons.

All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:
RESOLUTION NO.105-11 RE: Authorize a correction to a title placement with respect to Permit Clerk in the Town Clerk’s Office.

RESOLUTION NO. 106-11 RE: Authorize the Director of Technical Services to begin negotiating a contract with Lochner Engineering for the design of the Annsville Pedestrian Path.
RESOLUTION NO. 107-11 RE: Authorize the Settlement of the Tax Certiorari for Hollowbrook Golf Course 
RESOLUTION NO.108-11 RE: Authorize the Settlement of the Tax Certiorari for Cortlandt Town Center
RESOLUTION NO.109-11 RE: Authorize the Supervisor to execute Agreements with New York State DOT and Verizon with respect to placing Shop Cortlandt banners along state highway within the town.-
RESOLUTION NO. 110-11 RE: Authorize drainage work in the area of Broadway and 14th Street in Verplanck.
RESOLUTION NO.111-11 RE: Authorize asbestos removal and demolition of the Quonset hut on the former Martin property.
RESOLUTION NO.112-11 RE: Authorize concrete repairs under a drain at the Charles Cook Pool.
RESOLUTION NO. 113-11 RE: Authorize a Traffic Monitoring contract with respect to the Brookfield site on Rt. 9A
The following proposed resolution was removed:

Authorize amending our policy with respect to the use of Town facilities.
RESOLUTION NO.114-11 RE: Resolution directing staff to prepare a policy with respect to green building codes for the Planning Board to review in the subdivision process.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi stated that the Annsville Pedestrian Path is a part of a grant received from the State DOT and this will be the first part of it.  
The Supervisor stated that she and the Town Board have been discussing for a long time to be sure that with the building and planning boards incorporate green building codes in the approval processes.
All voted AYE
Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Becker:
RESOLUTION NO.115-11 RE: Authorize a contract with KC Security with respect to Town Security Planning.
RESOLUTION NO.116-11 RE: Resolution requesting a permanent easement for Battery Place residents through the Montrose VA property.
RESOLUTION NO. 117-11 RE:  Resolution directing DOTS and the Legal Department to review the Town Sign Ordinance; and refer same to the ABZ and the ARC to review.
RESOLUTION NO.118-11 RE:  Direct DOTS to complete an inventory of all Critical Environment Areas within the Town.
RESOLUTION NO.119-11 RE:  Authorize a reimbursement with respect to correcting a water bill for a parcel on Rancho Drive East.
RESOLUTION NO.120-11 RE: Direct DES to solicit proposals for the installation of a water disinfection system  at 167 Roa Hook Road and to secure the services of a water system operator in conformance with New York State Health Department requirements.
RESOLUTION NO.121-11 RE:  Authorize DES to seek proposals with respect to Fleet Management Software/Hardware.
RESOLUTION NO. 122-11 RE: Schedule a Special Town Board Meeting for April 25, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.

RESOLUTION NO.123-11 RE: Schedule a Public Hearing for May 17, 2011 to consider the 2012-2014 CDBG applications.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

Discussion:  The Supervisor stated that about 10 companies responded to the RFPs for the security at Town Hall and was decided at a cost of $5000 and the company will be giving ideas for implementation.
There will be a list of all CEA’s (Critical Environmental Areas) on the website so everyone can see the areas in the Town that need to be preserved.

The intersection improvement at Rt. 202/35 will happen but DOT needed to see some details by the company so it will not be awarded tonight.  The Special Town Board Meeting on April 25th will be the night it is awarded.
All voted AYE
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Becker moved that the following resolution be adopted.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion.  

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION NO.124 -11 RE: Resolution in opposition to a New York State Assembly Bill (A5318A) with respect to water use by the fracking industry; and forward same to all New York State officials.
Discussion:  The Supervisor thanked Susan McDonald, president of Cortlandt Watch, for bringing this to the Town’s attention. 
All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS

NONE
* * * * * * * * * *
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

None

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None

* * * * * * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS

John DiBenedictus
Westminster Drive
Asked if the residents will be notified if they have a septic field that is involved as discussed earlier?  Tom Wood stated that anyone within the specified area will be notified within 60 days of the effective day of the law.

Spoke of the “carpet bombing” of the area where the affordable income project is occurring and the junk yard on Rt. 9A.  The Supervisor stated the Town will be using their own traffic monitors and stated that the Town is watching it closely.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. in memory of
Kenneth McDonald (Hooker)
a local resident Veteran with many distinguished military honors, on a motion made by Councilmember Farrell, seconded by Councilmember Sloan.
 All voted AYE







Respectfully submitted,







JO-ANN DYCKMAN,








Town Clerk
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